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National Anthems Online

FINLAND: Maamme

The title means "Our Land" and the composer, although born in Hamburg, spent most of his life
in Helsinki. Pacius became founder of the Finnish national school of music and he was the
composer of the first Finnish opera. He was also a songwriter and many of his songs have become
so well-known in Finland that they have virtually become part of folk culture. The words were
written by Finland's national poet, Johan Ludvig Runeberg (1804-1877). The anthem was first
sung at a students' gathering on 13th May, 1848. Some Finns have proposed that the Finnish
national anthem be changed to the chorale-like theme in Finlandia by Jean Sibelius, partly
because Pacius's melody is also used for the national anthem of Estonia. In symphonic band use,
trumpets and trombones may be omitted from the last beat of measure 5 until the anacrusis
before measure 16.

Fredrik Pacius (1809 - 1891)
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You may download the score and the instrumental parts free of charge, making as many copies as you need. However, these may not be
subsequently sold. Feedback from users is always welcomed. If you would like to report any mistakes in the music, make comments or
suggestions (in English) please contact Colin Kirkpatrick at doctorcolin@csloxinfo.com.

If you perform, record or broadcast this arrangement, please notify the Performing Rights Society (in the UK) or the equivalent performance
rights organisation in your own country (e.g. ASCAP in the USA; SOCAN in Canada), listing the name of the anthem and the arranger.

This arrangement © Colin Kirkpatrick 2008.
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