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National Anthems Online

ESTONIA: Mu Isamaa

Fredrik Pacius (1809 - 1891)

Arranged by Colin Kirkpatrick

The Estonian national anthem has a similar history with that of Finland which lies to the north. 
The melody for the two national anthems is identical and was written by Frederick Pacius, who 
was of German origin. The Estonian lyrics were written by the journalist and poet Johann 
Voldemar Jannsen, a leading figure in the Estonian national movement at around the turn of the 
nineteenth century.  The melody was first sung at the first Estonian Song Festival in 1869 and it 
became popular during the growing national movement. When both Estonia and Finland became 
independent after the First World War the melody was recognized as the national anthem by both 
nations but with different words. Officially, Estonia adopted it in 1920. During the Soviet 
occupation, the Estonian flag and national anthem were forbidden, and those using them were 
sentenced to long prison terms, usually in Siberia. However, the melody was broadcast every day 
on Finnish radio and was never forgotten by the Estonian people. With the restoration of 
Estonian independence in 1991, the national anthem was restored too.

You may download this score and the instrumental parts free of charge, making as 
many copies as you need. However, the scores and parts may not be subsequently sold. Every effort has been made not

to infringe copyright. Most of the melodies of these national anthems are public domain. If you are aware of any copyright
 infringement or find any mistakes in the music, please feel free to notify Colin Kirkpatrick at doctorcolin@csloxinfo.com.   Always consult local 

expertise if you are performing an unfamiliar anthem. 
If you perform any of these arrangements in public, make recordings or broadcast on any media, please notify the 

Performing Rights Society (UK) or the equivalent organisation in your own country, listing the name of the composer and the arranger.
This arrangement © Colin Kirkpatrick 2008.
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