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National Anthems Online

BELGIUM: La Brabanconne

National Day: 21 July (National Day 1831)

This anthem was composed during the revolution in Brussels in 1830. Le Brabangonne,
originally with words by Hipployte Dechet (usually known by his pseudonym "Jenneval") was
first sung in a Brussels theatre on 12th September of that year. The composer, Francois van
Campenhout, was a well-known tenor and although he composed a number of operas, all of
them remain forgotten. The name of the anthem is derived from Belgium's central province of
Brabant, the home of the Babancons who in the 12th century, were considered the fiercest
fighters in Europe. Two texts are in use: one in French and the other in Flemish.

This lively anthem should be taken at a brisk march tempo. Until measure 12, the melody
appears not only in Part 1 but also in Part 2 in C. In symphonic band use, trumpets and
trombones may be omitted if desired, between measures 9 and 16.

Francois van Campenhout (1779-1848)
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You may download the score and the instrumental parts free of charge, making as many copies as you need. However, these may not be
subsequently sold. Feedback from users is always welcomed. If you would like to report any mistakes in the music, make comments or
suggestions (in English) please contact Colin Kirkpatrick at doctorcolin@csloxinfo.com.

If you perform, record or broadcast this arrangement, please notify the Performing Rights Society (in the UK) or the equivalent
performance rights organisation in your own country (e.g. ASCAP in the USA; SOCAN in Canada), listing the name of the anthem and
the arranger.

This arrangement © Colin Kirkpatrick 2008.
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