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National Anthems Online

Arranged by Colin Kirkpatrick

AUSTRIA: Die Österreichische Bundeshymne
National Days: 15 May, 26 October

Originally attributed to W A Mozart (1756 - 1791)

Before 1946, Austria's national anthem had been the famous Emperor Hymn  composed for the 
purpose by Joseph Haydn. This tune had been later adopted by Germany.  In 1946, after 
World War II the Austrian cabinet felt it more appropriate to have a new anthem for their 
country.  Eventually, a tune thought to be by Mozart was selected. It appears in the last part 
of his Little Freemason Cantata (K.483) composed on the 15th November 1791. However, 
recent research seems to indicate that the tune was not actually composed by Mozart but 
possibly by Michael Haydn or possibly even Johann Holzel. 

In symphonic band use, measures 13-20 could be played by woodwind, horns and low brass, 
omitting trumpets and trombones, assuming these forces are large enough.

You may download the score and the instrumental parts of this arrangement free of charge, making as many copies as you need. 
However, the score and parts may not be subsequently sold.  Most national anthem melodies are public domain but every effort has 

been made not to infringe copyright.  If you are aware of any infringement or find any mistakes in the music, please notify 
Dr. Colin Kirkpatrick at doctorcolin@csloxinfo.com.  Always consult local expertise if you are performing an unfamiliar anthem. 

If you perform this arrangement, make recordings or broadcast through any media, please notify the 
Performing Rights Society (UK) or the equivalent organisation in your own country, listing the name of the composer and the 

arranger.
This arrangement © Colin Kirkpatrick 2008.

Timpani
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